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Abstract

In order to help policy makers, this article attempts to identify the most important socio-economic factors affecting
ownership of agricultural machines and discriminate two groups, namely, machine owners and hon-machine ownersin
Khorasan-Razavi province, Iran. A Discriminate Analysis Modd was used and 175 farmers were interviewed during
year 2011 to gather data required. Results showed that variables such as farmer’s record of loans, farm acreage, and
income are the most important factors, and farmer's investment record, membership in rura cooperatives, family size,
farming experience, non-farming income and age, stand in the second place. Therefore, providing credits for purchasing
new agricultural machinery in particular, establishment of |easing companies for agriculture machines and encouraging

membership in cooperatives were proposed.

Keywords: Agriculture machines, Cooperatives, Discriminate analysis model, M echanization
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